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Every once and a while | receive a note from one of our membersvrites under
the moniker of A. Nonymous. | always appreciate what is said.

Just recently | received a letter from Mr. Nonymous on the sulpé the
increasingly early advertisement and promotion of Christmasdods seem that
Christmas comes earlier and earlier every year. | getsiters feel as though they
need to make hay when they can.

While all of us are a little undone by the commercializabdrChristmas and the
seemingly early start of the Christmas season, Mr. Nonymdeis & good point. His stand is more a
matter of taking lemons and making them into lemonade.

“It's called making a positive out of a negative,” he says, “or niakhe best (at least not making it
worse) out of a particular position. Think about it: the longer Chastdisplays are visible, the more
we can think about and treat each day as if it were Christi@aand familiar? Of course. Justified?
Absolutely. Just as another ad proclaims, “Value? Pricele&stther perspective? Who knows, if we
offer our prayer support to the occasion, God might just smile and help us tmgadayef the year just
as he would have us do.”

| like the thinking here. Part of getting into the Christmas sjgriecognizing just how special this
season really is. We recognize that God is a part of thiegsmanuel, God with us, has come. If it
takes some a little longer time to get the message then so be it.

The celebration of Christmas awakens us to the presence of. Cus focus becomes clearer and the
every day occurrences of life become more meaningful. Whdiaemappens in one day or over a
longer period of time, the important thing is that it happens tenkethat every day is permeated with
the spirit and love of Christmas.

We are off to a good start with this year's Financial Stewardship Camp@lanks to all who have made their pledge
to the 2008 Ministry Budget. To date we have received 337 pledges totaling $1,083,350. Thosewilob fladged
are encouraged to prayerfully consider their pledge fordh@ng year and turn it into the church. We hope to have
the campaign wrapped up in the next couple of weeks so the Budget Committeetoamogk on next year's budget.




for the Center. The vision of the Center is “for Portland
to be a healed land — a place where families flourish and

The second of the four new windows to be added to our,[he peace of God is present.”

columbarium has been installed. The Bible reference for
this window is taken from John 6:35, “I am the bread of

life.” Jesus reinforces this declaration, as follows:

“Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

You can help. Cards will be for sale in the Family Life
Center (following 9:00 a.m. worship) and at the
Information Desk. Twenty cards for $10. If you have
questions or need cards, contact Susan Cox at 893-0058.

These are the mightily re-assuring words of our Lord
captured as the theme in the newly installed window (#2
of 4) in the St. Paul Columbarium in the “Sunroom”. To

visit, take the “new” elevator to level 3. Contemplate the
meaning of these words for you. Consider selecting our
Columbarium as the final resting place for your, or your
loved one’s, cremated remains (cremains). Help yoursel
to a brochure from the supply stored near the south
window.

The Mountain Mission truck will be at St. Paul for a pick
up on Monday, December 17. Please have all items to
the church by Friday, December 14 so they may be
f properly placed for the pickup.

The Mountain Mission is in desperate need of good pots
and pans, dishes, household items, knick knacks and

. . men'’s clothing and shoes.
Our office personnel can refer you to a committee

member to answer your questions.
For the Columbarium Committee Eugene H. Roos,
Chairman

Please note that the dinner originally scheduled for
December 16 has been cancelled and will be rescheduled
. . for a later date. The next get together is set for Jgnuar

. Christmas cards are now ayaﬂable! 20...game night it is! (Of course bowling is always a
The children of the Portland Promise Center crgated possibility.) Please contact CarolBeth Kelly for more
artwork to celebrate the season and to express their lov information cbkelly@insightbb.conor 502.727.0530.

Goodies, goodies and more goodies!! The students ar¢ Thank you so much for the many phone calls, emails
having so much fun receiving your packages of love and and most importantly prayers we received during the
support! What a great way to let them know they are recent fires. We believe that God sent us here and He
loved and prayed for by their church family. Thank you was so faithful to keep us. Just like in Daniel 3:27 we
so much to such a great group of people. Don't forget were not really in the fires but were surrounded by them
finals are quickly approaching, most within these next and didn't get burned. He brought us through without
two weeks. smelling like smoke! We miss our St. Paul family but
know that God is blessing us here. Our love and prayers
A big thank you to everyone who helped with the are with you throughout this Christmas season.
Thanksgiving Sunday brunch. The students enjoyed The Crowder Family
fabulous food, meeting each other and some of (Tim, Tammy, Cayce, Sami and Donavan)
the Barnabas crew. Thanks to you all for supporting this
important St. Paul Ministry.




Get your lists and check them twice, Santa will know whao's been naughty and ari¢e!Gaus is coming to St. Paul!

Join us this Saturday, December 8, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., in the Family Life @@&itdPaul, for Breakfast with
Santa. Doughnuts, muffins, juice, and coffee (for Mom and Dadowikerved in the Coffee Shop. Santa will visit
with all the boys and girls in the Youth Center. A “Gift Shopll e set up in the Youth Center, as well. Boys and
girls are invited to bring $1.00 for each relative they woulé ki shop for. We will also enjoy storytelling and a
Christmas craftPlease bring a toy in the $5.00 to $15.00 price range, to be donatedneedy children at the
Presbyterian Community Center.

If your child is participating in this year's Boar's Head hedf we are asking for you to sign up to supervise their
dressing room for one evening. Please call or email Karen Gaitte the evening you would like to volunteer
(December 29, 30 or 31), as soon as possible (459.1595 ext. 17 or kgarner@stpaulchurch.net)

Calling all kindergarten through fifth graders! Join your KI@8rfds the second Sunday of each month, from 5:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m., for food, fellowship, missions and games, in Room 120. You wortttevamiss our next “Kid’s In
Christ’'s Service” meeting, Sunday, December 9.

We will start off together in the Social Hall with an openaugivity and dinner, break off into groups for missions and
devotions, and then come together for games in the gym to end ourgev@&arents should pick their child up in the
Gym at 8:00 p.m. Contact Karen Garner for more informakigatner@stpaulchurch.net 459.1595, or to sign up to
serve dinner.

Looking for a night out? St. Paul will once again offer “Parent’s Night Q€' third Saturday of each month, beginning
in January, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Next month’s “Night Out” wilSag¢urday, January 19, and reservations will
need to be made by Wednesday, January 16, to Karen Garner (459.k§8Ener@stpaulchurch.netThe cost will be
$10.00 per child, and parents will need to provide a sack supper.

St. Paul's Mother's of Preschoolers (MOPS) group is celebr@imtgstmas at our Monday, December 10 meeting.

Please join us for brunch, caroling and holiday cheer. MO@&ings are held the second Monday of every month in
the Coffee Shop at 9:30 a.m. An evening Christmas party is lalsogal for Friday, December 14. Please contact Erica
Coulter (502) 456.0926 for more details.




After some good discussion with the leadership team, we decidetl tight be a great opportunity for parents and
youth to get together and enjoy the final night for the 2007 year togetloane at 6:00 p.m. for a pizza dinner, enjoy
a time of study with your youth in their small group, catch the excitement of one olotitdfgames, and then close
the night with a time of worship. All parents are invited!

We will review our calendar for the upcoming Spring, and create Spring “cooks list” for dinners at
Metamorphosis Youth Group on Sunday Evenings. This meeting will be held in thelStoBth Center.

This year because of the school schedule, we will makbaage to the Progressive
Dinner. There will still be two groups - one for Senior High &mel other for Mid-
High. Senior High will continue the longstanding tradition of attendingpovie, but
rather than attend the movie after the dinner, we will do so hedosend 2:00 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. and then will make our way to the first stop of the evenifigis allows
students to attend the dinner but prepare for final examinatiomsnéxt day at
school. We are in need of Senior High cooks and host sites forishyear's event. If
you are interested please e-mail Anita Taylor atbtaylor@insightbb.com

Our mission trip this year will be to the Dominican Republicyou are interested in going it is
recommended that you begin making arrangements to obtainr ypassport
immediately. The total cost for the trip will be $600, and &sent we are committed to
registering 40 persons for the trip. This trip is open to Settiigin Youth (including incoming
freshmen and outgoing seniors) and adult chaperones, with priority tpvgouth. The first
$100 deposit is due by January 7, the next payment of $200 will beethueary 6, and the final
payment will be due March 5 (all Wesley Night Wednesdays).

For youth ministry information, please check out our weltgtie//www.stpumc.com/Y outh-Ministry. htnadr
for events and activitidsttp://www.stpumc.com/Activities%7CSchedules%7CVolunteers.html

For all events, schedules, sign-ups and information
visit the Youth Ministry link at our website: www.stpaulchurch.net




. , Dinners:
Performances: (Free tickets are required) December 29, 4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m
Saturday, December 29 - Festivals at 5:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.M.  pocamber 30. 4:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

Sunday, December 30 - Festivals at 5:30 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. December 31, 4:30 p.m

Monday, December 31 - Festivals at 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. Note: Only one dinner on December 31

There are many opportunities to help this year's Dinners artiv&éledo be a success. Some may want to help prepare
food ahead of time, mend costumes, serve for dinners, usher duriagl$est help remove decorations and put up the
set in the Sanctuary. Please stop by the bulletin board across from the tiofoiDesk and sign up for a time to help.

Food Preparation Schedule for Dinners

Please volunteer a few hours in the kitchen to help prepare some of the defecimuthat will be served at Boar's Head
dinner. Here is where we need your help:

December 8, Saturday 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (potatoes)

December 12, Wednesday 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. (dessert)

December 14, Friday 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. (dessert)

December 15, Saturday 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. (dessert)

This is a great opportunity for fellowship while lending a haRtease sign up on the sheets on the bulletin board or call
Becky Ragsdale at 413.0903 or 473.1453 or email at Rebecca.ragsdale@dbs.gov.

...Blair Elizabeth Whyte and Justin ...the family of Rachel Elizabeth Bugbee who died on November 14, 2007.
Thomas Phillips who were married at St. ...the family of Brenda Sue Pearson who died on November 17, 2007.
Paul United Methodist Church on ..Mac and Alice McAdams on the death of their daughter Cynthia

November 24, 2007. McAdams Reed of Atlanta who died on November 19, 2007.

Broden R. Boone Jackson Thrush For:  Yolan Orth

son of son of To: Memorial Fund
Michael & Christen Boone Curtis & Layna Thrush From: Mary G. & Hugh T.
Spencer

Charles R. Richett Anna Dockwiller For:  Yolan Orth

son of daughter of To: Good S_ar_narltan Fund
Scott & Elizabeth Townsend Anthony & Margie Dockwiller From: Serendipity Sunday

School Class

|
: , For:  T.A. “Gus” Brown
Scott & Elizabeth Townsend November 18, 2007 To: Memorial Fund

Michael & Christen Boone November 18, 2007 From: Jenny B. Peterson
Virginia Dick November 25, 2007

Michael Tandy December 2, 2007

Lori Millner December 2, 2007




Sunday, December 9

8:30a Worship (Sanctuary)

9:00 Worship (FLC Gym)

9:45 Aldersgate Class (319)

9:45 LOA Class (Chapel)

9:55 Sunday School Classes
11:00 Worship (Sanctuary)

1:30p Motet Singers Rehearsal (113

5:00 Youth Choir Rehearsal (302)

6:00 Metamorphosis (YC)

8:00 AA Group Mtg. (100)
Monday, December 10

9:30a MOPS Mtg. (CS)

4:00p UNA (113)

6:00 AA Group (120)

6:00 Families in Transition (100)

6:00 Upward Basketball Practice
(Gym)

6:00 Upward Cheerleading Practice
(YC)

6:30 MOPS Evening Group (113)

6:30 Chrysalis Team Leader Mtg.
(316)

7:00 Companions in Christ (219)

7:00 Disciple | Bible Study (319)

8:00 St. Paul Men’s Open Gym

Tuesday, December 11

9:00a Yoga (YC)

10:30 Stretch and Flex (YC)

2:00p Senior Adult Spirituality
Group (219)

2:30  Youth Open Gym

4:30 Youth Open Gym: Mid High

5:30 Yoga (YC)

6:00 Upward Basketball Practice
(Gym)

6:00 Families in Transition (100)

7:00 Upward Cheerleading Practice
(YC)

7:00 Boy Scout #40 Mtg. (WH)

7:30 Depression & Bi-Polar Group

(110 & 113)
Wednesday, December 12
10:00a Wednesday Morning Bible
Study (113)
5:30p Wesley Night Dinner (120)
6:00

6:00 Seraph Choir (309)

6:00 Caroler Choir (303)

6:00 Wesley Kids Klub Drama
(316)

6:00 Wesley Night Childcare
(200, 202)

6:30 Youth Bible Study (YC)

6:30 PSALMS Prayer Group for
Women (219)

6:30 Damascus Road Men'’s Bible

Study (110)

Boar’s Head Food Preparation 9:45

6:30 Beginnings: The Spiritual Life  6:00
(113)

6:30 Discovering a Sense of Place 6:00
(319) 7:00

6:30 Covenant Discipleship Group  7:00
Leader Training 8:00

(Grieb’s Office)

#$

Upward Cheerleading Practice
(YC)

Boar’s Head Food Preparation
Companions in Christ (219)
St. Paul Men’s Open Gym
Disciple | Bible Study (319)

Tuesday, December 18

Yoga (YC)

The Ruth Kasey Circle
Stretch and Flex (YC)

Senior Adult Spirituality
Group (219)

Youth Open Gym

Youth Open Gym: Mid High
Yoga (YC)

Upward Basketball Practice
(Gym)

Upward Cheerleading Practice
(YC)

Boy Scout Troop #40 Mtg.
(WH)

Depression & Bi-Polar Group
(110 & 113)

Wednesday, December 19

Wednesday Morning Bible
Study (113)
Knitting Group (CS

Thursday, December 20

6:30 Finding Your Fit in the Job 9:00a
World (111) 10:00
7:00 Wesley Night Kids Klub 10:30
(308/Gym) 2:00p
7:00 Wesleyan Choir (302)
7:30 Knitting Group (CS 2:30
Thursday, December 13 4:30
9:00a Yoga (YC) 5:30
10:00 Companions in Christ (316) 6:00
10:30 Stretch & Flex (YC)
2:30p Youth Open Gym 7:00
5:30 Yoga (YC)
5:30 Upward Basketball Practice 7:00
(Gym)
6:00 Boar's Head Food Preparation 7:30
6:00 American Sewing Guild
Christmas Potluck (CS)
6:30 Upward Cheerleading Practice 10:00a
(YC)
7:30 Chancel Choir (302) 7:30p
Friday, December 14
7:00a prayer.com (113) 9:00a
8:00 Walking Club (Gym) 10:00
Saturday, December 15 10:00

7:00a Men’s Saturday Morning Bible 10:30

Study (120) 10:30
9:00 Spiritual Actions AA Mtg.
(120) 2:30p
9:00 Advent Retreat (219 & 113) 5:30
9:00 Young Adult Chrysalis 5:30
Formation (YC)
12:30p One Accord/Contemporary 6:00
Advent Service Rehearsal
(Gym) 6:30
8:00 AA Group Mtg. (Gym)
Sunday, December 16 7:30

8:30a Worship (Sanctuary)

Yoga (YC)

Companions in Christ (316)
Faith Quilting (120)

Stretch & Flex (YC)

La Leche Women’s Support
Group (316)

Youth Open Gym

Yoga (YC)

Upward Basketball Practice
(Gym)

Young Adult Chrysalis

(3rd Floor)

Upward Cheerleading Practice
(YC)

Chancel Choir (302)

Friday, December 21

9:00 Worship (FLC Gym)
9:45 Aldersgate Class (319)
LOA Class (Chapel)

7:00p

LOA Christmas Devotion
(120)

Saturday, December 22

9:55 Sunday School Classes
11:00 Worship (Sanctuary)

1:30p Motet Singers Rehearsal (113 9:00

5:00 Youth Choir (302)

6:00 Youth Progressive Dinners

8:00 AA Group Mtg. (100)
Monday, December 17

6:00p AA Group (120)

6:00 Families in Transition (100)

6:00 Upward Basketball Practice

(Gym)

7:00a Men's Saturday Morning Bible

Study (120)
Spiritual Actions AA Group
(120)

8:00p AA Group Mtg. (120)




Again this year, as in 2006, the last Sunday of the yeabtis &unday. St. Paul will collect an offering
for the Kentucky United Methodist Children’s Home in Owensboro and Ve&saill

In 2006 there were five 5th Sundays. Our offerings totaled $5225 eaagavof $1045 per 5th Sunday.
This year there are four 5th Sundays. In the first threeabhdb$4389 was collected which was an aver-
age of $1463 per 5th Sunday. This has been a wonderful responses—saniuch for your giving
spirit!

The Homes depend greatly on these special freewill offetomfelp maintain the level of care and train-
ing that children and youth need to bring stability and enrichnoethieir lives. Please continue to be as
generous as possible as we join other churches throughout the Ke@Garfierence to further this minis-

try.

If you should be away for the holidays and want to contribute, @lleasg or mail your offering to St.
Paul and designate it for the Children’s Home.

Thank you for continuing to donate old cell phones and ink cartridges for the Hayesgeproject.

May each of you and your loved ones be blessed with a joyous Christmas and a wonaeifiu?§es.

For questions or comments call Audra Kays at 426.8566.

Worship Services
8:30, 9:00 and 11:00

Sunday, December 9, 2007
Sermon Title: “The Gift of the Word”
Scripture: John 1:1-5

Lessons and Carols
Rev. Tom Grieb Preaching

8:30 Music: Chancel Choir

9:00 Music: Worship Team
11:00 Music: Chancel Choir

Sunday, December 16, 2007
Sermon Title: “The Gift of
Anticipation”

Isaiah 9:1-7
Luke 1:26-38
Rev. Brian Ebel Preaching
8:30 Music: Women of the Choir
9:00 Music: Worship Team
11:00 Music: Chancel Choir

Scripture:

Weekly Attendance Report

November 25 230 637
December 2 278 690

Sunday School Worshig

Tower Deadline is Thursday, December 13, 2007.
Please leave your articles in Emily’s box or email

ehance@stpaulchurch.net.

St. Paul United Methodist Church
2000 Douglass Blvd.

Louisville, KY 40205

(502) 459-1595

email: info@stpaulchurch.net
www.stpaulchurch.net
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